.  .  the  achlevemeiits  of  the  Negro 
properiy  eet  forth  will  crowB  him  m 
a  factor  in  early  human  progreas  and 
a  mi^er  of  modem  clvtUmation.*’ 
—Dr.  Carter  Woodson 
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RICHARD  WRIGHT* 

26th  Spingarn  Medalist,  author,  because  “he  has  given  to  Americans 
who  have  eyes  to  see  a  picture  which  must  be  faced  If  democracy  is 
to  survive.  .  .  .  For  his  powerful  depiction  In  his  books,  UNCLE  TOM’S 
CHILDREN  and  NATIVE  SON,  of  the  effect  of  proscription,  segrega¬ 
tion  and  denial  of  opportunities  on  the  American  Negro.**  Presented 
June  27,  1941  by  Elmer  A.  Carter,  member  of  the  New  York  State 
Unemployment  Insurance  Appeal  Board,  at  the  S2nd  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  NAACP,  Houston,  Texas. 
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FINDINGS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

From  The  1961  V.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  Report 


THE  RIGHT  TO  VOTE 

(Part  Four) 

9.  In  four  of  the  counties  studied 
there  are  Federal  dams  or  lakes; 
in  two  of  these,  at  the  same  time 
of  the  study,  only  whites  were 
permitted  to  use  the  recreational 
facilities. 

(The  Department  of  the  Interior 
in  April  1961  adopted  a  regulation 
which  would  appear  to  forbid  such 
discrimination.  It  is  not  known 
v'hether  the  regulation  has  had 
effect  in  these  counties). 

10.  Ten  of  the  counties  studied 
have  Armed  Forces  Reserve  units, 
IfS  have  National  Guard  units  all 
for  whites  only. 

11.  There  are  few  meaningful 
differences  in  the  status  of 
Negroes,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
Civil  rights,  between  the  17  non¬ 
voting  and  the  4  voting  counties. 
Beyond  other  aspects  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  process  itself,  however,  sig¬ 
nificant  differences  noted  in  the 
voting  counties  are  a  less  marked- 


iwf  YooK  eomSM 

sr^AMCm/ 


Buy  L'.S  Savings  Bonds 
REGULARLY 


ly  inferior  educational  system  for 
Negroes,  and  a  generally  less  re¬ 
strictive  atmosphere  in  the  aibnini- 
stration  of  justice  (reasonably 
frequent  service  on  juries,  absence 
of  complaints  of  police  miscon¬ 
duct). 

Economic  patterns  and  civil  rights 

12.  Analysis  of  the  economic 
structure  of  the  two  groups  of 
counties  reveals  a  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  nature  of  the  economy 
and  the  civil  rights  status  of  the 
Negro.  A  dependent  economic  po- 
silicn  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
must  significant  factors  that  inhi¬ 
bits  Negroes  from  registering  and 
voting.  Those  counties  where  Ne¬ 
groes  do  not  vote  are  primarily 
agi'icullural  specializing  for  the 
most  part  in  one  crop  —  usually 
cotton.  Most  Negroes  are  tenant 
farmers  or  sharecroppers  who  de¬ 
pend  on  white  landlords,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  bankers  for  land, 
goods,  and  credit.  There  are  few 
other  opportunities  to  make  a 
living.  In  recent  years  farm  con¬ 
solidation,  the  introduction  of  farm 
n.achinery,  and  changes  in  land 
use  (all  of  which  reduce  the  need 
for  farm  labor)  have  made  the  po¬ 
sition  of  the  Negro  tenant  farmer 
even  more  precarious.  The  popu¬ 
lation  decline  in  most  of  these 
counties  appears  to  reflect  these 
changes.  The  Negro’s  fear  that 
economic  reprisals  will  follow  as¬ 
sertion  ot  his  rights  was  justified 
in  Fayette  and  Haywood,  Tenn. 
Given  the  state  of  the  economy 
and  the  dependent  position  of  the 
Negro,  a  white  power  structure 
intent  on  doing  so  can  maintain 
and  perpetuate  itself. 

In  contrast,  in  three  of  the  four 
counties  where  Negroes  do  vote 
the  economies  are  diverse,  popula¬ 
tions  have  increased,  and  Negroes 
are  relatively  independent. 
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HERITAGE  CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 


18  Dr.  Nnamdi  Azikiwe,  author, 
banker,  fighter  for  Nigerian 
independence,  born  1904. 

11  Behanzin,  King  of  Dahomey, 
made  his  last  stand  against 
the  French,  1892. 

18  Tom  Bass,  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  saddle  horse  riders  and 
trainers  in  the  U.  S.,  died 
1934. 

19  Lincoln’s  Gettysburg  Address, 
1863. 

20  Howard  University  [Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.,)  founded  as  Howard 
Theological  Seminary,  1866. 

21  Omega  Achievement  Award 
made  posthumously  to  the 
late  Mrs.  Leilia  Walker  Ro¬ 
binson,  businesswoman,  1954. 

22  Halfback  J.  C.  Caroline,  first 
Negro  to  Captain  an  Illini 
football  team  elected,  1954  for 
the  1955  season. 

2S  Edward  A.  Johnson,  Civil 
Rights  Sponsor,  first  Negro 
to  hold  an  Assembly  seat, 
Albany,  N.Y.,  1917. 


24  Robert  S.  Abbott,  founder  of 
“The  Chicago  Defender,”  born 
1870. 

25  Andrew  Carnegie,  philanthro¬ 
pist,  founder  of  public  libra¬ 
ries  through  the  South,  etc., 
bom  1835. 

26  Private  Stephen  Little.  Co. 
L,  12th  Infantry,  killed  in 
action,  Nogales.  Arizona.  Mili¬ 
tary  camp  named  in  his  honor, 
1915. 

27  Hosea  Richardson,  at  16.  be¬ 
came  first  Negro  jockey  li¬ 
censed  to  ride  on  the  Florida 
track,  1951. 

28  Islamic  Republic  of  Mauri¬ 
tania.  day  of  independence, 
1960. 

29  Adam  Clayton  Powell,  minis¬ 
ter,  Congressman,  Civil  Rights 
Fighter,  bom  1908. 

SO  Askai  the  Great,  succeeded 
Sonni  Ali  as  ruler  of  the 
Songhay  in  Africa,  1636. 


(Federal  programs  designed  to 
a11e\’iate  the  kind  of  economic  de¬ 
privation  found  in  most  nonvotin^ 
black  belt  counties  are  in  effect 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.  If 
applied  to  the  black  belt,  these 
programs  could  serve  to  repiove 
conditions  which  operate  to  re¬ 
strict  Negroes  from  registering 
and  voting  and  from  asserting 
other  civil  rights.  For  example, 
the  Agriculture  Extension  Work 
program  recognizes  the  existence 
of  agricultural  areas  disadvantaged 
br^cause  of  the  concentration  of 
farm  families  on  farms  either  too 
small  or  too  unproductive  for  pro- 
fltahle.  operation.  Assistance  to 
such  areas  may  include:  (1)  In¬ 
tensive  on-the-farm  educational 
assistance;  (2)  assistance  and 
counseling  to  local  groups  to  im¬ 


prove  agriculture  or  to  introduce 
industry  designed  to  supplement 
farm  income;  (31  cooperation  with 
otiier  agencies  and  groups  to  ob¬ 
tain  information  as  to  existing 
employment  opportunities;  (4)  in 
ca.ses  where  it  is  advisable  for  a 
fai  m  family  to  make  a  move,  pro¬ 
vide  information,  advise,  and 
counsel.  Also  pertinent  is  the 
Area  Redevelopment  Act  of  1961, 
whose  purpose  is  to  "help  areas 
of  substantial  persistent  unem¬ 
ployment  and  underemployment  to 
lake  effective  steps  in  planning 
and  financing  their  economic  deve¬ 
lopment.”  This  assistance  should 
enable  such  areas  to  establish 
“stable  and  diversified  local  econo¬ 
mies  and  improve  local  living  con¬ 
ditions.” 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Civil  rights  deprlva;tioiie 

This  study  found  widespread 
deprivations  in  the  black  belt  in 
all  of  the  subject  areas  studied  — 
voting,  education,  administration 
of  justice,  employment,  housing, 
public  accommodations,  and  mili- 
tarj'  establishments.  In  other  parts 
of  this  report  dealing  with  each 
of  the  above  subject  areas  (except¬ 
ing  public  accommodations),  simi¬ 
lar  deprivations  have  been  found 
and  recommendations  made  pur¬ 
suant  thereto.  The  findings  of  this 
study  support  a  nuniber  of  such 
recommendations — and  the  recom¬ 
mendations  in  turn  would  be  ap¬ 
propriate  for  dealing  with  condi¬ 
tions  found  in  the  black  belt  coun¬ 
ties.  Among  these  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  the  following:  1.  The 
several  recommendations  in  part 
II  above  intended  to  strengthen 
Federal  laws  dealing  with  denials 
of  the  right  to  vote.  2.  The  sev¬ 
eral  recommendations  in  part  IV 
below  intended  to  fadlitate  school 
desegregation  suits.  S.  The  re¬ 
commendation  in  part  IV  below 
regarding  Federal  aid  to  rural  li¬ 
braries  under  the  Library  Services 
Act  of  1946.  4.  The  recwnmenda- 
tion  in  part  V  below  regarding  the 
National  Guard  and  the  Armed 
Forces  Reserves.  5.  The  recom¬ 
mendation  in  part  V  below  regard¬ 
ing  services  provided  by  federally 
subsidized  State  employment  serv¬ 
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ices.  6.  The  recommendation  in 
part  VII  below  regarding  racial 
exclusion  from  juries. 

Economic  patterns  and  civil  rights 
The  Commission  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  recommendation,  specifical¬ 
ly  appropriate  to  the  problems 
found  in  the  counties  studied  in 
this  part  of  the  report:  Recom¬ 
mendation.  That  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  respective  States 
take  firm  and  concerted  action  to 
reduce  economic  deprivations  like 
those  found  to  exist  in  most  of 
the  black  belt  counties  studied 
which  support  and  perpetuate  de¬ 
nials  of  civil  rights. 
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